
SUMMARIZED REPORT OF ESTONIAN PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN 2003 
 

Ownership Floor space Collections at the end of the year Number of service 
points 

Public property Private property 

  
 
Number 
of 
libraries 

State 
pro-
perty 

Muni-
cipal 
property 

Esto-
nian 

Fo-
reign 

 
Other 

 
<50 

 
51- 
150 

 
151- 
700 

 
>700 

 
below 
5000 

 
5001- 
10000 

 
10001- 
20000 

 
over 
20000 

 
To-
tal 

 
Sta-
tic 

 
Mo-
bile 

1. Central l ibr. 20 0 20 0 0 0 0 0 4 16 0 0 1 19 43 41 2 
2. Town libr. 66 0   66 0 0 0 1 17 44 4 0 2 7 57 67 67 0 
3. Children’s libr. 3 0     3 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 3 0 3 3 0 
4. Rural commune libr. 24 0   24 0 0 0 1 9 13 1 0 3 7 14 35 35 0 
5. Village libraries 444 0 444 0 0 0 68 323 53 0 23 173 230 18 506 502 0 
6. Libr. of general use 557 0 557 0 0 0 70 351 115 21 23 178 248 108 654 648 2 
7. Other libraries 16 10    3 0 0 3 8 6 2 0 5 8 2 1 20 20 0 
8.    trade union libr. 
        incl. 

 
0 

 
0 

 
    0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

 
0 

9.    almshouse libr. incl. 5 2     3 0 0 0 3 2 0 0 2 3 0 0 5 5 0 
10. PUBLIC LIBR. 
     IN TOTAL 

 
573 

 
10 

 
560 

 
0 

 
0 

 
3 

 
78 

 
357 

 
117 

 
21 

 
28 

 
186 

 
250 

 
109 

 
674 

 
668 

 
2 

11.  rural incl. 477 5 472 0 0 0 74 335 67 1 26 181 238 32 550 546 0 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff (at 31. 12) 
Librarians Other Total Librarians by education 
 
Persons  
employed 

 
Persons 
employed 

 
Persons 
employed 

 
University education 

 
Non-University 
higher education 

 
Secondary 
education 

 

Total Part-
time 

 
Full -time 
equiva-
lent Total Part-

time 

 
Full -time 
equiva-
lent Total Part-

time 

 
Full -time 
equiva-
lent Total Library 

educa-
tion 

Total Library 
educa-
tion 

Total Library 
educa-
tion 

1. Central l ibr. 511 47 485.95 141 43 126.80 652   90 612.75 279 188 36 36 196 105 
2. Town libr. 232 19 222.55 84 43 68.30 316 62 290.85 86 63 22 19 123 73 
3. Children’s libr.   8 0   8.00 3 3 1.25 11 3   9.25 0 0 0 0 8 7 
4. Rural commune libr. 65 9 60.50 16 9 10.90 81 18 71.40 23 17 4 4 37 19 
5. Village libraries 522 120 466.55 79 66 48.40 601 186 514.95 116 59 22 21 377 156 
6. Libraries of general use 1338 195 1,243.55 323 164 255.65 1,661 359 1,499.20 504 327 84 80 741 360 
7. Other libraries 12 4 9.00 7 2 6.00 19 6 15.00 5 2 1 1 6 1 
8.    trade union libr. incl. 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 0 0 0 0 0 0 
9.    almshouse libr. incl. 3 1 2.50 0 0 0.00 3 1 2.50 1 0 0 0 2 0 
10. PUBLIC LIBR.  
    IN TOTAL 

 
1,350 

 
199 

 
1,252.55 

 
330 

 
166 

 
261.65 

 
1,680 

 
365 

 
1,514.20 

 
509 

 
329 

 
85 

 
81 

 
747 

 
361 

11.  rural incl. 597 131 536.05 95 75 59.30 692 206 595.35 142 78 27 26 420 177 
 
 



 

 
LIBRARY-USE 
Registered users Visits Loans 

In foreign languagues 

 

Total Children 
grades 
0-9 

Total To 
children 
grades 
0-9 

Total To 
children 
grades 0-9 

Fiction and 
children’s 
literature 

Periodi- 
cals Total In Russian 

Refe-
rences 

1. Central l ibraries 171,604 41,011 2,620,072 576,762 4,422,918 768,979 2,587,319 264,721 1,507,327 1,409,434 93,559 
2. Town libraries 122,548 36,036 1,732,724 443,240 3,676,683 658,690 2,431,372 493,420 1,334,685 1,321,849 66,287 
3. Chidren’s libraries 2,434 2,056 37,628 33,173   57,962 48,608 40,018 11,307 9,843 9,715 1,596 
4. Rural commune libraries 19,605 6,457 314,900       108,407 600,621 122,487 372,314 122,302 25,327 23,834 11,330 
5. Village libraries 126,272 44,305 2,017,177  794,485 4,127,117 907,548 2,312,059 1,234,249       104,500 97,651 75,565 
6. Libraries of general use        442,463 129,865 6,722,501 1,956,067 12,885,301 2,506,312 7,743,082  2,125,999 2,981,682 2,862,483 248,337 
7. Other libraries 6,891              144 57,408 332 77,803 730 43,421 14,291 30,601 30,227 400 
8.    trade union libraries incl. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
9.    almshouse libraries incl. 672 24 11,579              164 12,262 167 5,926 5,866 358 347 351 
10. PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN 
TOTAL 

449,354 130,009 6,779,909 1,956,399 12,963,104 2,507,042 7,786,503 2,140,290 3,012,283 2,892,710 248,737 

11.    rural incl. 147,972 50,907 2,355,748 905,163 4,751,546 1,031,566 2,698,006 1,363,952 133,803 125,136 87,409 
 
 
 
 
 

Inter-library lending (ILL) Collections at the end of the year BY OUTER FORM 
Requests received Ordered from  

others 
Linear metres of 
shelving 

BOOKS (volumes) 

 
Annual additions 

 

Total Satis-
fied 

Total Satis-
fied 

COLLEC-
TIONS 
at the 
beginning 
of the year 
(library 
units) 

 
Library 
units  

Total 
 
Open- 
access 

At the 
beginning 
of the  
year 

Pur-
chases 

Dona-
tions 

Total 

 
With-
drawals 

 
At the end 
of the year 

1. Central l ibr. 7,045 6,884 1,971 1,776 3,136,228 3,113,579 61,826 36,508 3,026,718 129,758 10,098 143,184 159,121 3,010,781 
2. Town libr. 626 605 816 754 2,395,506 2,377,708 63,134 47,343 2,369,140 119,142 7,344 129,402 148,397 2,350,145 
3. Chidren’s libr. 0 0   0   0 49,624 49,795 1,256 1,028 49,148 1,785 5 1,790 1,660 49,278 
4. Rural commune libr. 159 149 894 841 536,270 549,419 12,487 11,186 528,288 24,302 983 25,285 12,646 540,927 
5. Village libraries 4,148 3,915 11,287 11,016 4,936,228 5,029,161 117,317 112,488 4,867,429 194,291 5,304 199,599 109,789 4,957,239 
6. Libr. of general use 11,978 11,553 14,968 14,387 11,053,856 11,119,662 256,020 208,553 10,840,723 469,278 23,734 499,260 431,613 10,908,370 
7. Other libraries 325 287 10   8 106,730 116,853 1,429 443 99,212 1,020  17,274 18,294       8,562 108,944 
8.   trade union libr. incl. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
9.   almshouse libr. incl. 0 0 0 0 26,009 26,354 335 335 25,949          134 258 392 53 26,288 
10. PUBLIC LIBR. 
     IN TOTAL 

 
12,303 

 
11,840 

 
14,978 

 
14,395 

 
11,160,586 

 
11,236,515 

 
257,449 

 
208,996 

 
10,939,935 

 
470,298 

 
41,008 

 
517,554 

 
440,175 

 
10,017,314 

11.   rural incl. 6,851 6,583 12,212 11,887 5,525,960 5,631,707 130,454 124,319 5,448,534 219,650 8,511 228,165 126,135 5,550,564 
 
 
 

 



 
 

BOUND PERIODICALS BOOKS Manuscripts (units) 
Annual additions AND 

PERIODICALS 
At the 
beginning 

Annual additions  At the 
end 

 
At the 
beginning 
of 
the year 

 
Purchases 

 
Donations 

 
Total 

At the 
end 
of the 
year 

At the end of 
the year 

of the year 
 

 
Purchases 

 
Donations 

 
Total 

Withdrawals of the 
year 

1. Central l ibraries 43,508 3,613 182 3,827 42,718 3,053,499 24 0 6 6 0 30 
2. Town libraries 24,406 3,358 233 3,591 25,205 2,375,350                 13 0   0   0 0 13 
3. Children’s libraries 472   70 0   70 502 49,780 0 0 0 0 0 0 
4. Rural commune libraries 6,628 872 46 918 6,881 547,808 7 0 0 0 0 7 
5. Village libraries 62,043 8,529 740 9,269 63,795 5,021,034 55 0 0 0 0 55 
6. Libraries of general use 137,057 16,442 1,201 17,675 139,101 11,047,471 99 0   6   6 0       105 
7. Other libraries 455 32 14 49 494 109,438 0 0 0 0 0 0 
8.    trade unios libraries incl. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
9.    almshouse libraries incl. 59   8   0   8 65 26,353 0 0 0 0 0 0 
10. PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
     IN TOTAL 

 
137,512 

 
16,474 

 
1,215 

 
17,724 

 
139,595 

 
11,156,909 

 
99 

 
0 

 
  6 

 
  6 

 
0 

 
      105 

11.  rural incl. 69,089 9,449 786 10,235 71,140 5,621,704 62 0 0 0 0 62 
 
 
 
 
 

AUDIOVISUAL DOCUMENTS (units) ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS (units) 
Auditory 
materials 

Visual materials Combined audio-
visual materials 

AUDIOVISUAL DOCUMENTS TOTAL 

Annual additions 

 
Annual additions 

 

At the 
begin-
ning  
of the 
year 

At the  
end of 
the 
year 

At the 
begin-
ning  
of the 
year 

At  
the  
end 
of 
the 
year 

At the 
begin-
ning  
of the 
year 

At  
the 
end of 
the 
year 

At the 
begin- 
ning  
of the 
year 

Pur-
chases 

Dona- 
tions 

Total 
 
With-
dra- 
wals 

 
At  
the end 
of the 
year 

 
At the 
begin- 
ning  
of the 
year Pur- 

chases 
Dona- 
tions 

 
Total 

 
With- 
dra- 
wals 

 
At  
the 
end of 
the 
year 

1. Central l ibr. 44,889 46,647 388 393 2,848 4,062 48,125 3,546 317 3,867 890 51,102 845 108 66 175 2 1,018 
2. Town libr. 1,479 1,682 35     44 279 399 1,793 322 12 334 2 2,125       143 45 12 57 0 200 
3. Children’s libr.           3   3 0 0 1         10           4 9 0 9 0 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 
4. Rural commune libr. 863 951 1 1 430       552 1,294 215 2 217           7 1,504 35 25 14 39 0 74 
5. Village libraries 5,510 6,155 12 27 870    1,322 6,392 940       204    1,144         32 7,504 199 102 104 206 0 405 
6. Libr. of general use 52,744 55,438 436 465 4,428 6,345 57,608 5,032 535 5,571 931 62,248 1,222 280 196 477 2    1,697 
7. Other libraries 4,219 4,464 0 0 0         18 4,219 104 191 295 32 4,482 0 0 12 12 0 12 
8.    trade unios libr. incl. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
9.    almshouse libr. incl. 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
10. PUBLIC LIBR. 
     IN TOTAL 

 
56,963 

 
59,902 

 
436 

 
465 

 
4,428 

 
6,363 

 
61,827 

 
5,136 

 
726 

 
5,866 

 
963 

 
66,730 

 
1,222 

 
280 

 
208 

 
489 

 
2 

 
1,709 

11.  rural incl. 6,524 7,264 22 42    1,355    1,949 7,901 1,185 208 1,393 39 9,255 246 127 124 251 0 497 
 

 
 



 
 

OTHER 
MATERIALS 

BY CONTENTS BY LANGUAGES 

Fiction children’s literature In foreign languages 
At the beiginning of the 
year 

Additions Withdrawals At the end of the year 

 

At the 
begin-
ning  
of the 
year 

At the  
end of  
the 
year 

At the 
beginning 
of 
the year 

Addi-
tions 

With-
drawals 

At the 
end of  
the year In foreign 

languages  
total 

In Russian In 
foreign 
langua-
ges 
total 

In  
Russian 

In 
foreign 
langua-
ges 
total 

In  
Russian 

In foreign 
languages 
total 

In  
Russian 

1. Central l ibr. 17,008 7,930 1,639,605   67,691   93,438 1,613,858 1,209,837 1,044,991   47,431   40,260   83,150   79,056 1,174,118 1,006,195 
2. Town libr. 11 20 1,502,398   75,893   102,763 1,475,528   972,835   934,545   50,837   49,574   56,994   53,390   966,678   930,729 
3. Children’s libr. 0 2     37,198     1,298     1,126     37,370     12,063     11,281      311 311     1,333     1,246     11,041     10,346 
4. Rural commune libr. 18 26   362,137   14,898     8,679   368,356     39,004     35,005     1,930     1,560     2,458     2,345     38,476     34,220 
5. Village libraries 110 163 3,423,600 123,916   74,245 3,473,271   163,981   151,438     7,504     6,637     6,581     6,511   164,904   151,564 
6. Libr. of general use 17,147 8,141 6,964,938 283,696 280,251 6,968,383 2,397,720 2,177,260 108,013 98,342 150,516 142,548 2,355,217 2,133,054 
7. Other libraries 2,844 2,921     82,631     14,197   7,988     88,840     49,647     45,018     10,040     9,734     4,363     4,017     55,324     50,735 
8.   trade union libr. incl. 0 0       0           0     0             0       0       0           0           0     0     0             0             0 
9.   almshouse libr. incl. 0 0     23,787       360     0     24,147       849       725           50           50       0         0       899       775 
10. PUBLIC LIBR. 
      IN TOTAL 

 
19,991 

 
11,062 

 
7,047,569 

 
297,893 

 
288,239 

 
7,057,223 

 
2,447,367 

 
2,222,278 

 
118,053 

 
108,076 

 
154,879 

 
146,565 

 
2,410,541 

 
2,183,789 

11.  rural  incl. 128 189 3,829,551 140,674 86,570 3,883,655   212,019   193,064     9,893     8,524   9,039   8,856   212,873   192,732 
 
 
 
 

EXCHANGE STOCKS INCOMES AND EXPENDITURES (thous kr) 
Copys Incomes 

 
 
 
Number 

At the  
begin- 
ning of 
the 
year 

Additions Withdra- 
wals 

At the 
end  of 
the year 

Total From 
state 
budget 

From 
municipal 
budget 

From 
other 
sources 

1. Central l ibraries 3 50,785 0 13,779 37,006   124,008.7 26,814.2   94,962.4 2,232.1 
2. Town libraries 0 0 0 0 0   20,066.2   4,114.5   15,467.5     484.2 
3. Children’s libraries 0 0 0 0 0       563.4       72.6       490.6       0.2 
4. Rural commune libraries 0 0 0 0 0     10,802.5   1,657.2     9,075.6     69.7 
5. Village libraries 0 0 0 0 0   89,478.4 13,219.2   75,595.8 663.4 
6. Libraries of general use 3 50,785 0 13,779 37,006 244,919.2 45,877.7 195,591.9 3,449.6 
7. Other libraries 0 0 0 0 0       460.1    333.6           39.6   86.9 
8.       trade union libraries incl. 0 0 0 0 0           0.0         0.0           0.0       0.0 
9.       almshouse libraries incl. 0 0 0 0 0         118.6       111.1           0.0       7.5 
10. PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
      IN TOTAL 

 
3 

 
50,785 

 
0 

 
13,779 

 
37,006 

 
245,379.3 

 
46,211.3 

 
195,631.5 

 
3,536.5 

11.  rural  incl. 1 2,058 0 31 2,027   100,967.3 15,500.4   84,718.8 748.1 
 



 

 
INCOMES AND EXPENDITURES (thous kr) 
Expenditures 

Running expenditures 
Acquisitions 

Books 

 

Total 
Total Salary and 

social 
payment 

Total From 
state 
budget 

From 
mu-
nicipal 
budget 

From 
other 
sources 

Total From 
state 
budget 

From mu-
nicipal 
budget 

From other 
sources 

1. Central l ibr. 123,957.4 105,276.3 56,244.2 24,749.7 15,297.1 9,189.5 263.1 19,314.4 14,545.3 4,744.2 24.9 
2. Town libr. 20,066.2 18,007.5 8,557.3 5,584.1 3,144.4 2,431.5 8.2 4,586.8 3,119.1 1,459.7 8.0 
3. Children’s libr. 563.4 563.4 307.8 125.2 72.6 52.4 0.2 102.5 72.4 29.9 0.2 
4. Rural commune libr. 10,783.5 10,606.0 4,655.4 3,186.9 1,492.4 1,680.2 14.3 2,657.9 1,452.3 1,195.4 10.2 
5. Village libraries 89,328.7 78,362.6 33,719.1 25,057.7 9,843.8 15,124.3 89.6 20,195.0 9,790.3 10,317.4 87.3 
6. Libr. of general use 244,699.2 212,815.8    103,483.8 58,703.6 29,850,3 28,477.9 375.4 46,856.6 28,979.4 17,746.6 130.6 
7. Other libraries 460,1 460.1 317.2 134.0 85.5 0.0 48.5 51.0 40.5 0.0 10.5 
8.   trade union libr. incl. 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
9.   almshouse libr. incl. 118.6 118.6 76.5 40.3 32.8 0.0 7.5 8.9 5,4 0.0 3.5 
10. PUBLIC LIBR. 
      IN TOTAL 

 
245,159.3 

 
213,275.9 

 
103,801.0 

 
58,837.6 

 
29,935.8 

 
28,477.9 

 
423.9 

 
46,907.6 

 
29,019.9 

 
17,746.6 

 
141.1 

11.  rural  incl. 100,798.6 89,655.0 38,830.8 28,418.0 11,494.6 16,804.5 118.9 22,964.2 11,344.1 11,512.8 107.3 
 
 
 
 
 

INCOMES AND EXPENDITURES (thous kr) 
Expenditures 
Running expenditures Capital expenditures 
Acquisitions 
Periodicals 

 

Total From 
state 
budget 

From 
municipal 
budget 

From 
other 
sources 

Audio-
visual 
documents  

Electro-
nic docu-
ments  

Databases 
 
Automation 

Total New 
buildings/Re-
furbishment 

Automa-
tion 

1. Central l ibr.s 4,026.4 142.9 3,878.5 5.0 576.9 31.2 19.5 3122.7 18681.1 9,560.2 1,050.1 
2. Town libr. 957.2 10.2 947.0 0.0 30.8 5.5 0.0 536.0 2,058.7 1,765.9 203.7 
3. Children’s libr. 22.5 0.0 22.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 8.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 
4. Rural commune libr. 472.8 17.5 454.1 1.2 48.9 7.0 0.0 603.6 117.5 94.5 26.9 
5. Village libraries    4,688.5 38.4 4,623.1 27.0 146.2 18.4 0.0 4,886.4 10,966.1 9,426.8 1,042.6 
6. Libr. of general use 10,167.4 209.0 9,925.2 33.2 802.8 62.1 19.5 9,157.1 31,883.4 20,847.4 2,323.3 
7. Other libraries 78.5 40.5 0.0 38.0 3.0 0.0 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
8.   trade union libr. incl. 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
9.   almshouse libr. incl. 31.4 27.4 0.0 4.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
10. PUBLIC LIBR. 
      IN TOTAL 

 
10,245.9 

 
249.5 

 
9,925.2 

 
71.2 

 
805.8 

 
62.1 

 
21.0 

 
9,157.1 

 
31,883.4 

 
20,847.4 

 
2,323.3 

11.  rural  incl. 5,216.8 107.4 5,077.2 32.2 200.1 26.4 0.0 5,495.4 11,143.6 9,521.3 1,069.5 
 



 
 

COMPUTERS 
Workstations 

 
For library-users 

 
 
 
Servers 

Total With 
Internet 
connection Total With 

Internet 
connection 

1. Central l ibraries 37 603 580 210 191 
2. Town libraries 10 306 296 164 158 
3. Children’s libraries 0 3 3 1 1 
4. Rural commune libraries 7 108 105 64 63 
5. Village libraries 15 952 885 643 616 
6. Libraries of general use 69 1,972 1,869 1,082 1,029 
7. Other libraries 0 19 12 4 1 
8.      trade union libraries incl. 0 0 0 0 0 
9.      almshouse libraries incl. 0 0 0 0 0 
10. PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
      IN TOTAL 

 
69 

 
1,991 

 
1,881 

 
1,086 

 
1,030 

11.  rural  incl. 23 1,070 998 713 682 
 
 

 


