Lubov` Startseva, 

Librarian of the National library of Russia, St. Petersburg

International inter-library loan at the National Library of Russia:

Current situation and prospects.
National Library of Russia (former Imperial Public Library) is one of the largest libraries of the world.

To day its stocks total more than 34million of items. Since 1810 our library receives two free statutory copies of everything produced on Russian printing presses, so now we have a wide range of various publications.

Computerization of the library and especially catalogues, gives the readers an opportunity to be nearer to the richest stocks of the library.

It is necessary to mention that foreign partners have great interest in Russian publications. In this case International loan is quite useful.

International Interlibrary loan (ILL) is one of the sources giving a possibility to exchange information between various countries. At present it is quite clean that this service is a very efficient form of international cooperation of libraries, it ensures the creation of cooperation in the world information space.

International loan service of National Library of Russia was organized over 40 years ago. It`s a quite efficient service of this type in Russia. We cooperate with the largest libraries in 41 countries of the world.

During recent years the problems of inter-loan systems were given much attention. We find of interest such problems as automatization of various aspects of international loan (see M.E.Schwarzmann “New technologies in providing informational-bibliographical resources of research work”) and principles of automated requests publications (see the book of British Library, Boston Spa, England “Automated Requesting International User Guide”).

New technologies considerably facilitate the work of ILL service and provide better service for Russian and foreign partners.

ILL  of National Library of Russia is carried out in two directions:

1. Services to readers of the library.

2. Meeting requests of foreign partners.

We cooperate actively with National Libraries, University and special libraries of Austria, Great Britain, Hungary, Germany, USA. Denmark, Netherlands, Estonia, France etc. for many years. Electronic catalogues in the libraries of these countries immensely help us in our work.

As a rule our colleagues fulfil requests of the St.Petersburg readers in the shortest time. We receive books as well as xerocopies.

Readers of the National Library of Russia request fundamental works on philosophy, psychology, history (modern & Middle Ages), law, economics. There are also many requests for articles from medical journals as well as requests for publications on music and arts.

In our turn we try to do our best to fulfil requests of our partners. We send books as well as xerocopies, microfilms and electronic copies.

Annually we receive approximately 800 requests from National, State and University libraries. Our colleagues send their requests by ordinary mail, and we also use very actively electronic mail.

At present publications from National Library of Russia are frequently requested by our colleagues from Hungary, USA, Latvia, Switzerland, Estonia, Denmark, Germany, Italy and Israel. These are our permanent partners.

The readers in these countries are interested in modern publications as well as in books of XVII, XIX and XX centuries. As a rule requests concern humanities (35%), social and economic sciences (30%), natural and medical sciences (20%), engineering (10%), reference works and music (5%).

Scholars from UK, Austria, Hungary and Denmark rather actively request various linguistic materials. In these countries much attention is paid to teaching Russian language and languages of various regions of Russia so works of Russian linguists are actively requested. Besides publications on cognitive linguistics and theory of translation.

Our partners from Italy and Netherlands are interested in history and criticism of literature arts and music.

We regularly send publications about Russian writers, composers and artists (such as for example: Ivan Tourgenev, Alexander Benya, Vera Mukhina, Dmitry Shostakovich).

Readers in Australia, UK, Hungary, Netherlands and Denmark are interested in different periods of Russian history. We send books on philosophy and ethnography.

Small-circulation publications of revolutionary and postrevolutionary time of Russian history are of a special interest. Specialists in UK and Denmark are interested in every day life and activities of their countrymen while Canadian and Finnish ones are interested in various aspects of religion.

Publications on natural sciences are requested by readers of Hungary, Germany, Israel, Chech and Switzerland. It`s interesting to note that scientific work of Russian scholars of the XIX century on medicine, chemistry and botany are rather popular.

As to publications on technical disciplines we mainly send these to UK, Hong Kong, Israel, Spain, Canada and Germany.

Readers of UK — the Motherland of football — Latvia and Germany are interested in the history of Russian sports (football, chess).

We fulfil about 75% of total quantity of foreign requests. We send books (45%), xerocopies and microfilms (55%) and 5% of electronic copies which we started to make since last year.

We have to refuse on the following reasons:

1. not owned at the library (20%)

2. not for loan, the only copy (30%)

3. to specify the request (15%)

4. not for loan: technical reasons (35%).

Such great number of refuses on technical reasons is connected with the moving of library stocks to the new building.

We receive a lot of requests for publications of XVIII, XIX and XX centuries of which we have only one copy. In such cases, if partner wishes, we make xerocopies or microfilms.

ILL service of National Library of Russia follows the rules of voucher system. From our point of view IFLA Vouchers are the most convenient way of payment.

We see the prospects of ILL in further automatization of our work. We realize that our foreign partners are interested to receive information promptly and so we are planning to enlarge the reception of loan requests through Internet. Besides we plan to send more scanned copies to our partners.

You can find the information about ILL of National Library of Russia on the following site :

www.nlr.ru
Our e-mail:

int.loan@nlr.ru
We are pleased to work with our colleagues in Estonia, England, the Netherlands, Hungary, Latvia, Norway, Sweden, USA and many other countries.

We do hope that cooperation in future will be successful and fruitful.

